Il6                  INDIA   FOR   THE    INDIANS
Surely it doesn't matter all that much whether the medium
of education is English, or Hindi, or any other language
you care to suggest ? On second thought, why shouldn't
India try to establish one special language of her own the
same as all other countries have theirs ? "
My obtuseness made her throw up her hands in despair.
" Don't you see," she protested, " that there are dozens of
objections to using Hindi as the national language ? "
" I can't see it at all," I admitted. " I'm quite prepared
to accept your word that they do exist, but my knowledge
on the subject just isn't good enough for me to argue
about it."
" Oh yes, forgive me." Frene's indignation was swept
away by a smile. " It's that I feel too much about this.
You're quite right. No one can realise how foolish all this
nonsense is unless they know both the English and Hindi
languages equally well. But even if you know nothing at
all of the Indian languages, you should see easily enough
that the whole question of providing Hindi text-books will
be immense. It would be bad enough at any time, but
now . . ." She left the sentence unfinished.
" That far I follow you," I agreed. " Text-books of any
kind are undoubtedly at the highest possible premium at
the moment, and if the change-over means the printing of
large numbers of special editions, it's not hard to understand
that difficulties would arise. I realise that most of the
important scientific and highly-technical- books are in
English, and it would involve terrific expenditures to have
them translated into Hindi. Yes, I do see now what
tremendous difficulties lie in store for the government if
they insist on throwing English overboard and only
concentrate on Hindi."
" Difficulties ? " she rejoined scornfully. " It wouldn't
be a case of difficulties. It would be a matter of utter
impossibility. If all the books we would need were already
set up in type and it was no more than a matter of printing